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Course Description:

This course presents an overview of the special issues faced by the elderly client and offers approaches for integrating their special needs into the plan of care as an introduction to health care informatics and an overview of legal and ethical issues in nursing.

Course Objectives:

At the conclusion of this course students should be able to:

· Identify the difference in approaches between the long term care and acute care settings.

· Present the physical and emotional changes that typically occur during the aging process.

· Discuss safety issues that arise during the care of the elderly client and measure to prevent accidents.

· Compare and contrast delirium and depression.

· Identify the incidence and characteristics of elder abuse.

· Review and practice safe transfer techniques for elderly clients.

Student Learning Outcomes:

At the end of this session the student should be able to:

· Identify at least 4 major emphases in long term care vs. acute care.

· Discuss the importance of the patients’ bill of rights in long term care, giving examples of potential problems.

· Identify 4 or more sensory changes that could contribute to safety issues in the elderly client.

· Demonstrate safe transfer of an elderly client between bed and chair.

· Describe changes in heart and lung sounds that may occur commonly in the elderly client.

· Give one example and precipitating cause for each of the following:  delirium, dementia, and depression.

· Cite 2 examples of elder abuse and explain the reporting responsibilities of the nurse.

Length of Course:
24 lecture hours

Grading Method:
Letter Grade (A-F)

Prerequisites:
Limited to students admitted to the WIIN Program for foreign-

educated nurses.  Students must meet OSBN language 

assessment requirement.  Students must receive a 

satisfactory credential evaluation from an OSBN approved 

credential evaluation service.

Required Text:
Reference books related to skills are available for student use.

Major Topic Outline:

A. Normal and Abnormal Heart and Lung Sounds

B. Geriatric Nursing 

C. Patient Bill of Rights 

D. Aging and the Senses

E. Clinical Features of Delirium, Dementia and Depression

F. Transfer Progression Continuum

G. Healthcare informatics
H. Background and credentialing for healthcare informatics
I. Certification for Nursing Informatics Specialists
J. Computer technology on medical diagnostic imaging
K. Disadvantages of computer use in healthcare
L. Technology that is still being developed
M. Socio-cultural assessment
N. Beliefs about illness, its causes, its treatment
O. Communication styles, boundary and space issues
P. Time orientation
Q. Role of the family in health care
R. Pain responses
S. Use of translators/interpreters
T. Strategies for communicating with clients from different cultures
	
	


